Abstract-This editorial introduces the structure and operation of the IEEE Intelligent Transportation Systems Society (ITSS). A brief history of the ITSS is presented, along with its mission, organizational structure, and a recently approved plan to streamline its operation for various technical activities.
T
RANSPORTATION systems are playing a critical role in virtually all facets of modern life. Significant challenges remain to further improve the efficiency and safety of the current transportation systems of all kinds and develop value-added applications closely tied into such systems. In the meanwhile, opportunities abound, largely due to fast-paced developments in a broad spectrum of related engineering, communications and information technology fields.
Since 1994, various IEEE organizations, including first the Ad Hoc Committee on Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) and then the ITS Council, were formed to explore, in a synergistic manner, the use of electrical and electronics engineering, systems and control engineering, and information technologies in ITS applications. In particular, various publication and technical activities under the sponsorship of the ITS Council, including the IEEE Transactions on ITS, the annual Conference series on ITS, and the annual Symposium on Intelligent Vehicles, have been very well-received and are making a positive impact on the related research and practitioner communities. As such communities have become mature and are experiencing steady growth, the IEEE Technical Activities Board approved the transition from the ITS Council to the IEEE ITS Society (ITSS) at the beginning of 2005. Since its inception, close to a thousand professionals have already joined the ITSS.
MISSION AND ORGANIZATION OF THE SOCIETY
According to the ITSS Constitution, the primary mission of the Society is to bring together the community of scientists and engineers who are interested in "theoretical, experimental and operational aspects of electrical and electronics engineering and information technologies as applied to intelligent transportation systems," and to advance the professional standing of the society members and affiliates. ITS are defined as "those systems utilizing synergistic technologies and systems engineering concepts to develop and improve transportation systems of all kinds." The Society is "scientific, literary, and educational in character to provide a forum for the discussion and exchange of information to advance the theory, design, development, and application of ITS."
The administration and organization of the ITSS are governed by the Society Constitution and Bylaws, both available from the ITSS website: www.ewh.ieee.org/tc/its/. Next, we highlight the related major items.
• The Society shall be governed by a Board of Governors (BOG 
TECHNICAL, CONFERENCE, AND PUBLICATION ACTIVITY HIGHLIGHTS
As a new IEEE Society formed less than a year ago, the ITSS is an infant organization. However, the core research community behind the ITSS and its predecessor organizations is well-established and mature. As its flagship journal, the IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS, now in its fifth year of production, is widely accepted as a top-tier publication in the ITS field. The ITS Society Newsletter has been in production for even longer and has become a timely dissemination channel of various kinds of ITS technical information and community activities with its large circulation. The Society now sponsors or cosponsors a number of ITS-related premier academic conference series including: International IEEE Conference on ITS, IEEE Intelligent Vehicles Symposium, IEEE International Conference on Intelligence and Security Informatics, and IEEE International Conference on Vehicular Electronics and Safety.
To tackle the issues associated with the increasingly expanding topic coverage of ITS-related research, the growing number of technical conferences under the ITSS sponsorship, and the resulting increased topic variety in submissions to these conferences and the Transactions on ITS, the Society is planning to implement a new technical activity board (TAB) structure under the leadership of the VP for Technical Activities in close collaboration with the VP for Conference Activities and the VP for Publication Activities. (This new structure was initiated by the past VP for Technical Activities, Prof. Stefano Stramigioli.) Under this structure, a number of technical committees will be formed based on subject topics. Each technical committee will have a chair and formal members with appointment of at least two years. Technical committee chairs are expected to promote certain areas of ITS research by organizing special sessions at the Society-sponsored conferences or editing special sections for the Transactions and the Newsletter. Each technical committee chair is also expected to identify a small number of motivated experts to be involved in a centrally managed international conference program committee, which provides pools of reviewers for ITS-sponsored conferences for quality and timely reviews.
ROADS AHEAD AND CONCLUDING REMARKS
Building on the momentum of past ITS technical and community activities, in the years to come, the ITSS is aimed at expanding its membership, solidifying its position as the premium ITS research society, and raising its visibility in the general research and engineering communities, in government and policy-making bodies, and in industry.
ITS is a dynamic field of study with many new opportunities and emerging research topics. To name a couple of examples, applying cutting-edge information technologies including those involving data mining and complex systems analysis in various ITS subdisciplines has shown great promise; infrastructure protection and security-related issues in the ITS context are also attracting increasing attention.
It is an exciting time to be an ITS researcher and practitioner. The ITSS is uniquely positioned to grow and will continue to actively sponsor activities beneficial to ITS researchers and practitioners. If you are already a member of the ITSS, welcome aboard. If you are not, we sincerely invite you to join us for an exciting journey.
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